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A General Survey of Losi Chinese Books, through the Dynasiies
Liang-Jung-io

The article is divided into seven parts:

Part 1: The total number of Chinese books during each dynasty, and the conditions which influenced the
preservation or loss of these books.

Part 2: Books preserved or lost by ‘natural selection’ because of their content or utility.

Part 3: Books preserved or destroyed for political reasons.

Part 4: The damage or mutilation of original manuscripts before publication.

Part 5: The element of chance in the saving or loss of books.

Part 6: The factor of multiple volumes or rare editions in the saving or loss of books.

Part 7: The author’s suggestions for altering the [conventional conception that valuable books be stored
away for safe-keeping, and not handled. Valuable and useful books should be reprinted and widely
distributed to readers and scholars who need them. in order that research abillties can be fully
developed. Books by ancieent aurhors which are part of China’s rich cultural heritage, should be

appropriately preserved and utilized. in order to avoid their unintentional destruction or loss.
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